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Abstract

Visual Characteristics and Interpretations
of Daxue Diagrams in China and Korea
: The Cases of Mao Qiling and Jeong Yak-yong

Yu Teng-ta

Institute of Sinophone Studies, National Tsing Hua University

Mao Qiling(1623-1716) of the Qing Dynasty and Jeong Yak-
yong(1762-1836) of late Joseon Korea both authored scholarly
works exploring The Great Learning(Daxue). In their writings, they
similarly opposed Zhu Xi’s interpretation of The Great Learning,
arguing that “gewu”(investigating things) refers to examining and
assessing the relationships between the essence and the details of
things, while “zhizhi”(attaining knowledge) means understanding
the beginning and end, as well as the sequence, of events. Thus, both
thinkers believed that the core message of The Great Learning lies in
emphasizing “self-cultivation” as the foundation, with “sincerity of
will” at its center. Notably, both of them also employed diagrams and
visual representations to articulate their views. This research traces
the development of such visual expressions—referred to as “Daxue

diagrams”—back to the Song and Yuan dynasties in China, as well as
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numerous illustrations created during Korea’s Joseon period. Most
of these diagrams were based on Zhu Xi’s interpretive framework:
“manifesting virtue as the foundation, transforming the people as
the outcome; knowing where to rest as the beginning, achieving it
as the end.” However, Mao Qiling’s Diagram of Knowledge as the
Foundation in the Great Learning and Jeong Yak-yong’s Diagram of
Gewu and Zhizhi broke away from this conventional structure. They
highlighted the conceptual similarities between The Great Learning
and The Doctrine of the Mean, with Mao Qiling even creating
visual diagrams to illustrate this point. Following these clues, one
can find many related works on this theme throughout East Asian
Confucian writings, demonstrating the transregional commonalities
in Confucian thought as expressed through diagrams. Finally, this
paper calls attention to the independent semantic function of visual
representation, and to this unique phenomenon within East Asian

Confucianism.

Key Words | Mao Qi-ling, Jeong Yak-yong, diagrams of Daxue( <),
Gewuzhizhi(#4#75k%1), Pictorial (71%2).
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